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RULES 


For tho- 
D109. 'CE R'N I N &® 
Of the 


Preſent  Tinies, &, |] 
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Math, 16. J, = "7 ; 1 


O Te Hypecrites, '% ca, "Iiſcers the Face of fs 
*kye, but can Te uot diſcern the. Signs of tia 
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& He Oecca fon of theſs _ {pe- 
ken by Chrift himſelf to the | 
" Phariſees and Sadduces Cr ſhall 
find in the Hiſtoryi; +. We 
rcad at the latter end of the | 
ioregoing Chapter, that Chrift kad been —_ S 


A2 


fa) 


bf bis Divine. oY, In a miraculous teeding of 
« mnkitude with x few-/Loaves and-Fiſhes3 which 
ohe would have thought !bould - have fuficicntly 
convinced then who he was ; even the expected 
AMefſias, Upon this,. in the- beginning of this 
Ubpter, we have the Pharsſces and Sadduces col x 
ming to £08, and asking @ ſign of him, werle 1» 
And this was juſt as he had buen giving ol tem 
an eminent @ne +: ;50-; ;{mpei Ancnt goth unbchetf 
make racn to be. Our Saviour hereupen Very 
luitably in v. 2. 3. Sharply reproves them tor 
not making ule. of thoſe Signs which they-had : 
and this reproot he eftabli: heth upon theiconſi- | 
deration of their curjofity in obſervi 12g, and apt- 
nels to congiude from their obflervaticn of Na- 
tural and Fallible Signs with reſpec to Fair and 
Foul Weather ; ifr Conjundtion with their Dul. 
nets and Incogitancy.i in ring, and Incredue 
| dey 3n concluding” about greater and more 
mentous affairs; Viz. The Signs of the 


Times. 


' On Text i 15 theR eddirion of this Com pariſon, 
or the Conviction it felt which he we from 
the foregoing conſideration. 


$ 1n the: wotds then we may obſerve the» 
"Two chings. 
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x. An Dxprobation, i or a Contumeſfious Title 
which 


'Dy the' like, - .. Poſitive or Inſtirated are ſuch'as are 


(SY 
which he puts upon them ;. 0, ye Hypocrites :. An 
Hypocrite is one that makes a fair and diſlembling 
thew of ſomething that he intends not : thele 
pretended to an earneſt deſire of being intormed 
about Chriſt and his Authority, bur it, was 3 
meer pretence. "FL OM 


2. The ground or reaſon of this Exprobation, 
Te gan diſcers &e. The Sum is, tbat; they had 
ſtudied and gotten kill in a matter of fo little 
moment, and yer were unacquainted with things 


of the higheft concernment. #%. The Signs of 
the Times. 


A Sipn is ſomething that repreſents ſome ether 


we may from it receive information, make obſer» 
| « ; s wig 1&6 d.-& »”= \# © 1 £ ” 
vation, and draw conclutions 'accordingly. 


Now theſe Signs are either Natural, or Poſitive | 


and Inſtirxted. Natural are ſuch as haye in them * 


a Natural Connexion wich the thing fignified, Þ| | 


or the reaſon of the ſignification is in the narure | 
'of them. Such were theſe in the Skiz here-men- } 
tioned : thus Nacural Cauſes are Signs of thoſe 


4 
gitects that are indicated by them 7 fo proper j 
:acaidents are Signs of their Subje&ts ; and ma- | 
1o made by appointment, which puts their ſigni-F 

Ss 25] | A 3 kcariom?! 


by 


: 


thing = 
awnto #s, and giues us ſome matification about os. We | 
.are by it inftructed about jomerbing clic, and 


| 
l 
: 
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65 (4) 
fication into them ; and that whether of God orſera 
or an. Of mans appointment ; fo was Rahabspro 
Scarlet Thread to bs a Sips to the Spies, Joſh. 2.Þap] 
X'S. Of Gods appointment » ſo the Rar was WC 
g1ven to Nos, Gen. 9. 12, 13. And Circunci. 
ſon to Abrabam, Cnapt. 17. io. For 'a Sign, Thus 
all choſe things which the Scripture Predicted 
ſhould come to paſs, either as Forerunners, or 
_Concomicants of Chritts Coming and Appearance| 
11 the Fleſh, were to be Signs by which *meh 
| ., Were tO know ir, and'to Judge of it's and. theſe If : 
{em to be more peculiarly the things which Chrift | 
aims at in our Text. 


-*:CThere are alfo Aixt and Mordl Szons, Which 
F ,are pattly of Iftizution, and parily have a Moral 


Tnfixence* jnto the things which they ſignifi 3 
and hive a real fignitication 1n them. Yo 


4q 


| By the Syns of the Times we may here uncer- 
| "ſtand ſuch Tokens by which we-ars advantaged 
| o Judge what Times we are fallen into, and what 
} *Prognolſticks may be' made of them, on a Moral 
t "Accourit. 


The word here uſed for Diſcerning, is -of 'a 
| middle ſighnification ; it is ſometimes uſed ' for 
| debarigg and hefitating in a marter that is dubious 
{x Ke p-Y [ | I m4 :abo C. v and 
} and We are at aloſs ro determine abont 1t 3 an 

| ſometitnes for - Judging rationally of things, and 


; 


(FF) 


rawing Conclufions from- premiſes, whether } 


probable or certain, according to the torce. there 
Jappears to be in them, and: an this latter Senie, 
I1WC arc Cre to take it : ' Hence, 


DOCTRINE 


| 

Bit is 4 Irypertant Duty lying upen the Peeple of Gea> 
to labour after 4 skid in diſcerning the Signs of the 
Times which they live in. 


Our Saviour here upbraids theſe Phariſees, who 

ere men that pretended high to Religion, and 

ould be thought to outdo others in the know- 
edge and practice of it, yet they were unacquain- 
ed 1n this great affair : they were times wherein 
en were in great expeaation, and yet they did 

ot underſtand theſe ſignal diſcoveries which 
od then made in his Providence. 


The importance of this Duty will briefly ap- 
rar, it we: hy, theſe things together... 


That there are varieties of Times whiclr 


, p , 
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there ;8TF.. yoo days, ad: there are evil. days : 
mY 5 3.497 of proſperity, 
KIT .c | > 4 


in M8. ooohcnnnt, Er 


paſs' oy er men. : The times are not always:alike, | 


and adey. 9; aemirſuy + | | 
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(s) 
a time of peace and a time of trouble. The wiſe 
mar makes ſuch an obſervation as this in, Feel. 34, 7 
begin. ani they are the vaitous aſpects of Gods 

providence upon men that make thefe differens|®'© 
ces in the times ; tor it is he who orders all the Qer 
changes that go over men, whether publick or C1 
privace, .thiz David contelſeth in, Pſa. 31. x5.|** 
My times are in thy Hand, 2 


2. That there are Si2ns of theſe Times. God is ol 
von frequently to foretignify to men what revo-[?* 
litions there are Uxely to come | upon theta. 


There are certain- indications or *forerunning ', 
Symptoms, which as they inftmace whac the ya 


preſent times are, and what remarks are to bg 
made upon them, fo they carry in them_ the 
Prognoſtick of what days are coming. As to 
Natural Signs which forme pretend to from A4ſtr0jo- 
'gical Obſervations, and 'Prediftions grounded 
thereupon, 1 meddle not withthem, nor 15 there 
' any credit. to be given to thoſe that do; and it ti 
to be lamented that {o many Chriſtians are | 
duced into a good Opinion of thera ; But ay. to 
| - Adoral-arid [Inftiiuted Signs, they are ſuch as God 
+ * himſelf.hath cherefore/ appeince@ in" his word, 
* becauſe he would have men to improve them : 2 
therefore ivis his Command, Fer. 10.2. Le 
 , wot the widy. of the Heathen, aud be" wor diſms tg 
$. : The S1gns of Heaven: {o aliowe havethe Cor 
|  ofche-Churgivia B/al.74. y. Heer ws: 
R CR? 7 
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. FT. | 
| 3- Theſe ſigns are capable of being viy 
cerned, not only the things themſelves that 
SJare ſigns may be known, but unvcer this Corn 
deration as they are ſo: 7. e. there may be a 
g(difcovery made oi the thing ſgnificd. bv "UM. 
[The very reaſon why God hath appointed tia 'm1 
to be ſigns, is that men may ſo te inſtructed by 
them ; and hereupon they woulku luc wall <2l 
of being io, 1t they were not to be underitcud ; 
nor yet would men come under blame trom God 
for their not Ciiccrning of them, as they Uo z Text -; 
.| There are therefore ivch Rules given us in the | 
I word of God, as arc ior our Gifciction in tH13 Tes 
\[gard, and according unto which we tnay and 
ought to judge of the times ; only 1 we would 
not miſtake or fall tort 1:3 our Judgment anc: ie 
ed into crrour, we mult be Critical, and take 
pains in the: Application of theie Rulcs, ; 
4. There ars ſpecial Eutics relating to theſe * 
times 2s they are circumſtanced; As the Ciipo- 4 
ſing of the times according to his Holy pleature, A 
15 one part of rhe Governtnent of the World by 4 
God ; 1o, as they , have any rcicrence to man- 
kind they have a retpcet to 1.15 ſpectal Government, 
which always hath an cye to the Law of thar 
Govertiment, according unto which God mana- - 
geth-the affairs of this fort of beings, & for that 
reaſon'there is a Afora! conſideration to be had 
of 'irhem, becauſe they have a regard to the Rule } 
ef Relative Juſtice, which God hath Fixed : trom © 
which followshat there are Agra! Dutics to. be? 
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ticularly inferred from them. T here 1s a wei? 

In every turn of providence wl:ach paſteth ove 
men, and it ſpeaks to them, ſignilying what it 1 (11: 
that God reguires of them at ſuch a time, and iff 
hyghly concerns them to hear it, that fo they V* 
may practice accordinely : ard theſe Duties vary P* 
as to their ſpecialty, as the times vary; hencg of 
that. Eccl. 7 . 1 4. in twe day of Proſperity re1cgce 5 a1 0 
in the daysof adverſity conſider. 
5. The way for men to know theſe Dutics i; 
by Diſcerring 1he times. ' It is true, there are the 
General utes of Religion which are accomme 
Cated to ail times, we are to irff in God at all ® 
iimes, and whatever | Giificultics and Carknefſesaref Y 
uPON Us, We are tO Pray evermere, and not to bell / 
2 


( 


Cikcouraged at any thing} that would periwade 
us that God hearts us ret: we are without ceaſing 
to ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejcyse With trem- 
tlig : theſe I:utt's can never be out of feaſon, 
Jer the Times be what they will. But there are 
more particular engagements lying upon us, 
which are uwged fiom the tines, and the argu- 
ments to preſs chem upon us are to be fetched 
from thence : there 15a preicnt work to be done, 
ſomthing rhar GOD NOW more eminently calls 
for, an& jt is potared unto by the time ir felfe, 
hence 35 that FE! oof g1Ven unto them Ter.8. To 
gea ihe ſtirk in the heavens knoweth her apainted times 
ec: but iy pernle knew not the Tudgments of the 
Lord. New, 1t men Co not ET and therg, 
- Upon are kiace, united with the time, bow ſhall 
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(9) 
they underitand what this Duty is that tn2y ars 

:4dnow to fot upon ? 

vel 6. Che conf2quence of doi1g or negleCting of 

t gjehele Dutzes 1s very great. A peoplss hapornzls ar 

| jjmigry depand upon It; amiſtake nerve my pro 7C 

el wotully hazardous to men. It ths tm2s tor tas 
xr preſent are good, they may »2 eitazr conduu2d 
1c4 0# loft, according as mn improve them; w2 may 
4 obierve what a threatning God utters agalnt 
them, Deut. 28, 47, 43. becauls thou fervedit not 
th: Lord with joyfulveſs ani plilneſs of heart, for 
zhe abun1ance of all chinrs, therefore ſh:lt thon [crve 
thine enzmies {16 the times ares bad,and man carry 
not anfiverabl2 ro thzm, bur coarrarily, 1: 15 the 
way to mak? thein worte, hear waat God taith, 
Iſs. 22.12.13. 1n that day th: Lord of Hiſes cated te 
Wepingz, Oc. and vzhold. joy and nladneſs, ec. ſurely 


$Dis iniquity jnan not be purged from you tiff you aye. 


ef ther an{werablz demeanure,how eminently aave 


| ws this exmpliiz4 in the mn of Nimeveh: Fonas | 
-| 2-and the truth 13, mzn may thank themſ.lves, | 


1] itatrer thar being thus torewarned, they yer fall 


| iato miſchicf, chey might have preyenezd it, it 4 
s| they had atrended the voice of providence, and. 


known the. day of their viiitation ; hencs that ex» 


; poltulation, 1/43. 18. 19. 8 thar this badſt heart, 
| ea to ny commandinents, ths had thy peace been af 
| « r#ver, &«. they prove themizl-es ro be but fim-" 


| pls fook; for what fſaich che wile man 2? Prev. 27-1 


B 2 a 


Nay, it bad rims are fore-boded and predi&:1, 
men may elthzr precipitate or avert them by 


C To. ) 
i= 12. RT Forefeeth F.9e evil and hideth himſelf, 
W 957 the j;, 7p! 2 p2ilerth on and 15 puniſved, Hence then 
me cal 1 am hee to endeavour fome retolution 


- 


| Ot 1: this; 
hn2it. By what Re tes may we truly au8 profitebl y 
Meer 2 the pr eſert $7714.04 
. Here lat me premile ; 
- That tn caſe may be applied to the Pro- 
| oh *g al ttm2s mentioned in rhe Scriptures, which 
[| relp2& thac Glorious ſtate of the Church which - 
| 15 belizy2d and expeRtzd by the ſervants of God, 
Ft BE = days: Thac there inall bs luch a times 


327 It is ſtared and determined in the Counſel 
;þ Gel ; Thar'there are the figns of its approach- 
; £nat the day of it 5 coming on 'apace; and 


#022 
> 


[T12t iT 1; Our duty loberly eo acquaint 'our ſelves 


| with the tokens of ir, the word of Gad is our- 
Marr ant, nor ought chey who fear God in New. 
3-504 a4 to look npon themſelves or. theirs as nn- 
Ic5n-:rned in it, becauſe they dwell ina re 
M22 corner of the carth : Bur 1 hall alrogether 
Iwave thi: ia the preſent enquiry. 
| 2. It mizht alto bs excended genzrally to the 
hols affair of the peopl2 of Gad in the werld 


1chal 


T this day, and it would b2 a profitable ſpecula- 
92; tor 4t we ar2 bound to prey for the "Io of 

[727 u; Calm, we ought then to be 'very inquilinve 
Wor the condition which the Church. is. in, 
tat we may accordingly direct our petitions to - 
- i2 its behalf, and underſtand whar anſwer - 


r Prayers do receive trom him,and wo neglect it; 
will 


«+8 
11 argu? that we are but alitles concerned a. 
YOu them. Bat IT ſhall not (di: rectly 11tend this 


acher; altiough the Rules -to be given may bs 


enerally applicable; hence, 
[ !hall direct che refolutivn of ys cale more 
eſpecially to our taves, or this little company of 
protetiing peopl>, 11 this nook 'or corner of the 
zorld ; and Jzt ic here bs. obferved ; That" al- 
hough, not oaly Chriits MyFicdl” body 15 bat 
One, but alſo the. YV:/7blz Cinch of Chri {t on 
arth 13 in ſom reſpe: 3 bur one to0gfiace they to 
dr ought to Peng the lame God; the "ſame 
hilt, the ſame Faith, the ſans ord a2hges; and : 
onſeque zntly are Cbjects of thy {um2Governms nr * 
f Chriit; yer asthsy are dilpHetl UP? and &gwn 
In divers plac 2s of the world;8& th vTupon: are fe- 
vcrally comoinzd, the tunes my bs exceedingly” 
Wverſified unto chem , and confaquently the ſigns” 
D2 very various: Religion may flow ih in this 


place, and ic may at the fams #ims bs under” 
great decays in another; - h2zs ticfe1nay bs” 


pood, and there may b2 bad Sy#1bromis, Nor doth 
this only. relps&t afpgar 4 Ghurches/or Congre- 
pAatIoNs although thetz all3 mayo b2 very* Unkke, 
ÞÞur the Collzaive body | of them too, as 'they'are 
Involved ina more: 4numediates Cons minions One 
with another in: Sacred and *Giyt]- reſpects: for 
pd 15 wont to treat wich them in his Providence 
under theConſideration of fuch a'people ſo combi: 


ed, as 13 evidendy to bs - rod from the 
word of God, 
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( 12 ) 

Signs, ac2ording to th2 Scripture uſe of the word, 
are by Criic&s ranked unter thres heads. 1. 1» 1s- 
cative or ntifying ligns: f1ch as carcy in them a 
dilcovery of the preſent State of affairs, and cell 


121 Wat th2y are to Judg2 of things as ciey now þþ 3; 
ar ; or give light tor a Prediction of ions fucurs | N 
events, having a reaſon i: them for this Conzluil + pt 
on, whetier Natural or Moral from waich mn 
may raiſe a conjecture of what iz n22r at hand, 
or in, great lixelinood ſhortly to com? to pals: 
ſuch are. the /igns of he ſkie rakon notice of. Text, | 
Thus ctheDeath of H»phni & Phinebas in one day, 
Were a /igu to El of th? Accompoitihm :nt of all 
that God had threatned again!t his family, 1. 
$41.2.3 4. this ſhall b2 a ſign unto thee. 2. Monitory; + 
viz, luch as carry moral inſtruction ia them to ff ,.. 
others, and bid them to b2ware : thus the Judg- 
ments of God which befall ſome. fianers tor: Nu- 
terious fins, are ſigns to others, adlmoniiniog then 
to conſider what they. came for, and beware of 
expoling themizIves .to the luke Jadgmzants by ike 
fins, I:\t they alſo fuffr as choſe. dil ; thus Korab 
and his accomplices are 1ai:l to be mace aſign in 
Ifrael, numb, 26.10; and thus God threatens them 
to wake them a ſigw and @ Provera; Ez2E. 14.8. 

3-For the Confirmetion of things dons. -__ 

There are Rariſjing Signs. Lhus a mans {ct 
ting of his hand to a D=ed i; called his >1gning 
of ic ; and thus Circumciſion 13 called a Sign, 1t 
being given for g Ratification of the Covenant 


whach 


VF 


pie : it is beyond queftion a time of Trouble ; 


( 13) 
which God made with Abraham, Rom. 4- 11. 
bat this laſt is not ſo much of our preſent CON- 
ſideration ; it being the former which the cale 
1 p wo \ : ro 
in hand hath a more peculiar Relation unto. 
Now that we may have a right diſcerning ol the 


preſent times, there are two things which call 
tor our obſervation. 


1 What times are now upon us ? | 

2 What aſpe&s there is upon theſe times ? Or 
what are the Symproms, and what are Progncſticks 
of the preſent Times ? 

1 What times are now upon us? And this may 
come under either a Phyſical or Mera} conſicera-, 
tion : and both of them call for our obſer- 
vation. 

r. In a Phyſical Conſfideraticn, times are 
be accounted either as good or bad, according to 
the diſpenſations of Providence in Mercies or Af- 
fictions, There is indeed for the moft part a 
mixrure of theſe, it is ſeldome that times are 
ſo good, as that it can be ſaid of a People, 
as tt was once of them, 'x King. F. 4. There 
7s neither Adverſary, nor evil Occurrent, -Nor is 
it ordinary, but that the greateſt Affliction are 
tempered with a mixture of many Mercies, 10 
that a Judgment is here to be made according to 
the prevalent degree of either; and by this 
Rule, i is now certainly an evil day with this Peo- 


and I chink I have no necd to go about to reaſon # 
mca iate a belicf of. this Allertion, whereof _/ 


'k ( 14) A 
| .there are ſo, many fſentble: Remonſtrations : ar(d] ;; 
doubtlcis Senic'is a compercent Judge of {enfible 1, 
evils; ſurely tecing and tecling 15 believing} v 
in ſuch a caſe : there is no..periwading of ond a 
who i3 under the apprehenfron: of acute paing| rg 
which make him-to roar, that all is well withſ. 
him : I may then pais over .thisa a thing be cc 
yond doubr. | 

2. In a motal confideration; and here the great] 5g 
Enquiry will be, wicther theſs Aficgions undery rþ 
which we are, be mecrty probationary, Or not al x 


Jo paras? "heres a very great Gitterence  be-f| a, 


IE, tween theſe two. and theie are Signs by whichf| v 
Ni[7 7: 1s to be proved, and according unto WiHIch a 
| Jgment 13 to b2 made ; a miſtake here is dan- Þ 
$:0us, ſince there are. Duties incumbent on usy þ 
referring to our Stats in thele retpedts : to help] r: 
us in thy regard; lec us obfer ve, g, 
1. | fappoie that the Rnls which many take | v 
up with, cz. that private or perſonal aftiictions| 4 
may be tor Trial, but that publick Calamnutes| c. 
are always Puniiiments, or Chaſitizment tor In; fi 
will not hold univerſally; : It may poſiibly be] ' 
true for the molt pare, but ic may nor be: fixed | 7 
tor a certain unerring Rule, | That God hath |.ic 
tied bimfclt up to this way . of proceeding 13 | $ 
hard to determine, fince there may be a reaſon | 
C 
t] 
F/ 


Y I'll) 
\#1 


ziven for his fo dealing in way of Wrial \with a 
People, as wellas with a perſon : Nor'am T able 
t©© give-any other account of that Remarkable 
Pailage reterting to Hezekiah, .2 Ghrov. -32. 1+ 
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Aﬀrer theſe things and toe ej; Pabliſhnrewt of then, Ie 
nacherth Kim "of Aityila came "ad entred into Ju [1 
dub, aud on. imped agaimſs Ld Too Cities, dC, I 
when was £1.45, but atter Hez:kiah had wro: :ght q 
2 


Y an emincne Reforma 0 and grout the Mat- 


Y rers of Relipion in the inguom ? and chat in 
Aja s R<1gn Recorded, 2 {bros 16. begin, 129011 
| to carry the fame face uporvicy putt efore, 1:1 
Chap. 15. 17, God hail tet ivd that the beart 
th of Ala 7 W4s fer; ej all hs du;s. Ont of GOuDT 
I here ar EMS jo the bull UL ITE, but. God ' doth 


[- NOt 117 PUte CNN, Of Chitle to ” then, or take the 
| avvantave of them to enter io ULontrovertics 
Ng with hi; Pcofl:, Pſal. 130. 3, 4 
a 2. Pav}ict Calamiiies may flomvtimes be the: 
"8 pant hmeacrs of fome tins that have been 008 
| betore. commicted : God 13 pleaſed in his Sove- 
P] raignty fomicti nes to Reterve his Teitimony a- 
gal. Wthem till afterwards, yea ult they that 
5 | were the piincipals 1a the committing et them - 
$| are Dead and Gone ; fo-that a Pe ol: may bs 
S] called to louk a great w ay back, 1 they woull 
;| find out whac b ihe fon in this reſpect, 
2 | There was a tamiine wich came upon J{rae! in 
1] Dau !; reign. 2. Saw 24. b2gim. but upon ingui:y, 
1 |.ic was found to be for aft ol unjult cruel:y which 
$ | Saul had committed tn 1L, re47n, and God tilts 
1 | Moſes that he will rewezaber the nnof make 1 0:16 
2 | Golden Calf attrerw ah, Exed. 22. 34. WHCACC 
= | the Jews ws + : Provert;, that m every fudgment 
[: that after be befe p thore Was an mie 4 {08 
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(16 ) 
C 4/*: and 1* 1s very fienal, that if there hath 


D-cn no publi:-k Tetimony of Repentance tor 
lagh Sin as the Pablick hath been involved in, 


rhicy have juſt ground to believe that God is in 
Tach Atty tons calling of thoſe Sins to remem- 


brance, and. viſiting for them. 

3. AﬀiQtions that ar Penal, do uſually 
com2 upon a GGeneratton, for the ſins of the 
Generation that ts 1o Aﬀijed. Ir is true, and 
ic often ſo com?s to pats, that their fins may be 
Fill:ys Sins 5; wanat fauh Chriſt to the Jews of 
hiz time, Mat. 23. 32. Fill up the Meaſure of your 
Fathers; but however, God himſelf hath given 
us to underitand, that if the Children obſerve 
til Fathers fins, and take warning by them, 
and Reperr throughly, this {hall be prevented, 
EFzeck. 18.14. &c. to that the reaſon ts becaule 
they purſue the fame refractory courſes, till 
tz Epy4h 3s fill > and fo theſe are the ſins that 
nx, pull dewn the Anger of God. Now 
there are theſe three figns by which we may 


:Gticein that the Calamittes on a People are not 


meer T. 1al;, bur the efledts of Divine Difpleas 
{ure, anc lay, thac God who icnds them is angry 
with {uch a people. 
1. If they are guilty of apparent and ſenſible 
Aroſt:/y. It a People that walk cloſe with God, 
and maiataia the life of Religion in their Pro- 
foilon, are notwichſtanding thus opprefſed with 
Troubl-:s, they may take this for a Trial, and ac- 
cordingly impiove ic: bur if there be notort- 
| ous 


(17 
ous decays and too general declinings ether mn the 
Duties themſelves, or in the zealous purſue and 
practice of them, an increaie of fin among them, 
and now Calamitics come upon then, it Jaith that 
God is angry, ard that he is now puriſt irg of } 
them for theſe things ; for this is accorcing to the |} 
threatnings which he bath pronounced : 11 Epheſrs 
departs from her firſk lowe, and negletiery ker 
firſ® works, ſhe thereby endangers ive remotivg of | 
the Candleitick, Rev. 2. 3. 4. 

2, If God hath ftirred bp his Servants to bear 
witneſs againſt theſe Apoijtacy's, and: tl.ecy%are | 
not hereby relormed. Gcd 1s wont ic warn @ : 
Profefting People before he ftrikes them ; and 18 | 
his warnings are ſuitably entert2incd, they are 
to cn( there, and the compliance of fuch a' people 
with them, uſeth to avert the evil : yearhtetich ke 
hath proceeded to ſevere threatnings agaift them 
yet thus there may a ſtop be put to the execution 
of them, Jer. 18. 7. 8. It is Gods way to fend 
Meitlages by his Servants, whon: he hath made 
ftenſible. ot the decavs under which a peorle are 
fallen, and to ſtir up an Holy Zcal in chem to bear 
witnels againſt fuch back>ſidings ; it thete be de- 
ſpited, or not regarded, and the people aienot 
convinced and awakend and retcormed 3 br 
they hold or in their cvil courles, ard it may be 
decline yet more atter all, and there is no ap- 
pearance of any likelihood that it ſFould be other- | 
wiſe ; and now calamities come upcn tem, this Þ 
can be judged to be no o:her tut the confirmaii-, 1 
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(18 ) 
oh of his word jn thc mouth of its MetTengers ; 
this therefore is given as 4 reaſon of their mifc- 
rics, Fe. 44.4, 5, & HowbeitT ſent rmto nou an my 
Servants the' Prophets, r:ng exvly ant ſent no them, 
ſaying, Oh do w th 


. / z " 
: 4 y $9 [92 IH 3 
i hj3s nv: im2hie thmo that ; bote: 


Bit EF heart; Ad n0!, 60, here fure my fory and 
1:5 any er Was Fi ard fit, Gee = | 
+, I tmey were not reclatned by the.hioher 
F- and eater aftiftions which they ral God tot 


rhe moſt pare ulerh to proceed gradually, _ 
whea he hath laid CMe mor gents irokes oh 
on a finning peopis that wo! ald rot be warned © 
Prevent them, he bearkers ro bear if they will not 
lay rheſe to heart, and rocICve Inftruction ther 
by, fo as to be retormeo, Ter. 8. 6. [ hbearkn: 7 


and heard, Pur 17 the oy are un egardint of thets, 
they do not take the hint of them, bur Ra eur 


eo their old courſe, and the! e toll »w more git 


VOUs ang diftreffifg trounts, tneſc are Jucgments 
and the manifeſt fruits of i anger - and this al- 
lo 15 co: Dae to tho Rule wich himiclt hath 
given us of his procecGing 1 Ci 15 caſe, Levitt. 2 

18. And if ye wi wo it Fog all this hearkem unto me, 
ten [ will prrilh you {even times more ſor Tour Gus. 


Ry theſe. Rules a peo: maw kniowe chemfelves 
to be under the impreiF9ns of Divine Anger, 


and thar God is undoubtedly m anzping A 
controverſy with thezaa : and they are ſure 
hgns. 

'Y 2. WVpat a /pe& there 15 by Nt theſe times 4 'Fhere 
I My ligns whereby ws are to Judge , not only _ 
oy eats 


( 19 ) 

the times are at preſent, but alſo what is their tent 
dency, or what profpe& we may have for the fu 
ture of the ſtats of our affairs : and this 15 an en- 
ouiry which cvery one is apt cnough to be 
foilicitous and anxious about, that is under the 
apprehenſion of the preſent diſtreſs . -who 15 not 
ready to ask, what hopes there are that the ſtorm 
71 blow over; or muſt we expe the continu- 
ance and encreafſe ' of our troubles ? and to thoſe 
that make this enquiry for Good ends, and with 
an heart deſirous to comply with God in his plea- 
ſure, I ſhall cake leave to offer ſome General Rules 
which may be impreved to fatisfation in.this 
reſpect. 'Y | 

1. Thar al] the afflictions which befall a peo- 
ple at any time, are brought upon them by God. 
He challengech himfelf tro be the author of this 
fort of evil, whenfoever it befalls any ; Am 3. 
G. Is there any Ewilin the City, and the Lord bath 
not dome it 7 Iſa. AF. Te I form the Light, and 
create Darkneſs ; I make Peace, and create evil: I 
the Lord do all theſe things. There 1s therefore his 
Wiſdom, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, concerned in 
It ; theie areacts of his ſpecial Government aC- | 
commotdated tothe Laws of it : he doth theſe 
things as he is the Fudge of the whole Earth, an# | 


canzot but do right 


2, That all mediate or ſecond cauſes that are * 
nf2d in them, are his inſtruments, and altogether} 
at his diſpoſe. In theſe things God uſeth- a. mie* 4 | 
Uate Providence in which he improves Creatures 1 | 
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to Mit a ſinful peopie by ; and although ſome 
of thele are cauſes by counſel. ay will j of their 
own, act upon deliberation in ther own ratads, 
have a meaning T, and proceed u Gn 1 TCaleims v aftly 
different from, and contrary to Gods deſign 
in it 3; yet they are eriircly uncer the 
Management of bis Providence, as Rods ft 
and Twor ds 3 and: they can do no morethan I * 
fulfl his counſell, nor can they go one Itep farther! cf 
ſuch was ne Aſſyrian, Tſar, I 9. Ys Ob Hjlyrt a8 IN 
the Rod of mine Anger, and Ny. ftafſe in ther þ and al 
is mine indignation : bowheir it Be weareta not fo. vo I 


that the whole of thele ariftion;, and ever y CiT- t 
 cuinſtans i in them 15 Ss ed A governed by F 
God. s 

. Hence there rs nothing | 1gnal 1 in them, but || © 
W! Lat ne « can alrer at pleatur2s There 15 a ratio- || © 


nal co:njeture which men may raiſe by obfer- | C 
W ving the potture of ſecond caiitzs, from whence 
| we my judge of the provabili tics of things, and | Y 
F intheſe ir is that c ainal willom is wont to termi- | A 
| nate: bat, Chriſtians have farther to look; |© 
| Lec the aſÞe & of ſecond Cauſes be never fo w—_ in 
miſing, or never ſo ill boging, from whence we | 
E are apt cirher to flatrer or trighten ourtclves, yet | © 
| he can turn x abour in a' moment whenever he | it 
Tees meet; and he hath many ſecretunknown ways K 
n 
P 
WW 


Fto doit in, which cannot polhbly be truftrated if 
| Once he be reſolved. He can make mea to change 
| their molt obſtinate reſolutions, as he did by 


| Pharach, who had made his beart lo hardued a- 
\.a% oY gainlt 
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gainft 12tring Ifract go out of his land: He can 

find men other wo:k to do, which ſhall civert 

them, ia the very birt of their malicious deſigns 

againlt his people, as he dtd by Saul, to whom, 
wh!:n he was juft ready to ficze David, a Me 
ſenger comes 1 hast to tell him, the Fbilifimes bad 7: 
vaded the lind. He can fight men with notes 
in the Air, fi} tnem with Panuick fears, and put- 
them to ti:8 11a, as he did by Benhadazs Army 
that bul-agurca Samarie, and would clic tn a very 

lite time bave potleiied themiclves of it, 
and there ars many fſach things as thele 
with him. Thus Signs theretore, though 
they are not to be GQelpiied, becauſe they are 
Proviceniaily threarring of calamicy, yer they 
ought not to terily us, becauie there 13 a way tor 
them to be remetic, by engaging God to take 
our part ; and a pco;is may lay as, Rom. 8. 31. If 
God be for us, 9 ſh2il be againſt us. 

4. Though God be anzry with a tinning people 
yer he 15 piacabl.. #+lis anger may -bs curned 
away, and tis wrath be appealed rowards them 
though the caic buy dangerous yer i: 13 not deipe- 
rate, ie 1s a God of mercy, and there is forgiveneſs: 
with him that he 7:ay ge feared :he 13 a God of 
Compatllion, and is Proze zo Pardon, he hath relent- 
ing bowels, and hath exemplited this in Remar- 
kable inſtances, to encourage men to hope in him, 
notwich[tanding their fins have procured his dif-: 
pleaſure again't them : even an ungodly Ahab, one; 
wo had fol. himilt to do wickednels, it UPOn 4 
MW 4 
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(22 ) 
the ſeyerethreatnines of God declared by the Pro- 
phet he Humbleth hizaſelf, puts on ſackelsth, and 
walks ſoftly ſhall be ſo rar taken notice of, that tie 
Judgment ſhall be deferred as to the Ccomplecat 
CXecution of it: 1 Kimps. 21. 29. even an Idoliti ous 
& fiagitious Nimeveh,who were arrived at the koight 
ol wickedneſs, if npan the Preaching of Fora, 
they Faft and reform wom their debauche; 123 and 
@ ppreiſions, ſhall experience hi; favour, and he 
will repext of the evi which he was ready to bring 
upon them, Fon.3 9. and what do theſe frand 
upon record tor, bur to encourage iiniul men, and 
People to ſeck Gods mercy in the way of a true 
and through Repentance ? 
5. Hence he otters tair terms, and makes Gra: 
clous Promiſes in caſe they be complied withal, 
God 15nort only wont to give men warning of what 
he is about to do, before he iſmit2s chem with af: 
flictions, that fo they may be cantioned 'to avoid 
them, by taking Gue and proper courſes to that 
end, but he alſo vouchiaies to fend them metiapes 
when they are under the rod, and teel the {mart 
of ic, in which he invites them to a compliance, 
with him upon caly & fair terms ; atining them 
that 1t they do acceptof them he will put a ftp» 
to'his anger, and return again unto them 12 mer. Þ 
Cy, and this not once nor twi ce, bur vety often, 
How many fnch errands, as theſe were the Pro- 
| phets of old fent upon te the people of Iſrael in 
| evil times ? yea and when he had fo ſent them, 
| od bearkned diligently to hear what entertainment 
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9. 5 20. 'y 
they found as one, that would have taken great de *} 
light in the good taccets of them, Jer: 8 6. 

6. It is of God to work theſe terms in men T hat 
aſinful people do not comply with them i rhct7 own 
fault,and will be charged upon them as the iru1: of 
their obſtinacy, and rebellious trame of heart: but 
that they doentertain them is of Gods grace: the: © 13 
in the depraved nature of man a corrupt princile of 
enmity which ſets him againſt any fubjec- 101 to the 
will of God, ſo that it he Icaves men to (cir own 
careleſsneſs &Jtapidity they never will kearken to 
him;8& this dereliction 15ſudictil; but itthe 


Cy bc Lace 
ſenſible of their folly, & become w11l:z:; 


if 2nd cbcdient, 
this isthe work of his own ip1itin them. It i;the com 
plaint which Moſes makevover them, De. 23.3 4. The 
preat Leemptaricns which thine eyes have ſeen the {i,,ns and 
rhe miracles; yet the Lera hato net given you an hear! to 
erceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear, unto this dey; 
when thereforcGod inviees finkil menco turn itolim, 
rt concerns them to vray unto lim to turn them ; 1o 
do they off- BO wlf. turn us aran Gd of our Sal VaticN. 
True Repentance, on which theſe offers of mercy 
re made unto men, is a Gitt ot God ; & ill he 
works 1t in'them, all means will jail of ctteing it. 
_ -7. Hence, it God do bring them unto th1s, 15153 & 
lure. ſign for good ; it 18 an evidence that will never 
ail thoſe in whom it 15 truly to be found: a«the 
grounds of hope, which men are ready to.-nou:riih 
their expectations withal, nay, and very otten-:0o 
prove to: be-vain preſumptions 5 bur this never will. . 
30d for that reaſon gives a people an heart to turn; 1; 
9 higa from their Backſlidings, becauſs he hath” a 7 
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hind to return to them in mercy. The promiſe is 
all which is in the Word of God m-de to this 
2onCition +: and God would have an aftlicted peo- 
plc to try him, and fee whether he will tail of his 
ord or no, Mal. 3.16. Prove me now herewith ſaith 
he Lord, &. Lec a peop is by 1ever #0 much! Ucge- 
erated, and for ir never 10 forely diltreſt ; yea let 
them be all the black tokens imaginable in 'the face 
of . Providence, of more troubles Jike to fall. ugon 
hem ; let all the whole courſe of ſecond cauſes 
ie never fo , yet 1t that people Co bumble chem 
F198 dceply before Lim, fiir uþ themelves in good 
zearnc!t to feck God, and all orders of mcn among 
; them, do in their places 2CCO1 Jing to. their advan- 
ges, ſer themielves leartily-ant ftrenuouſly. 10 ft 
away the evil that is putten among them, and anend all 

Et beir evil ways ard doings that have mot. beew geod ; 
there is no deubr to be made of it, but, that God 
will fave them and do then) good : his word is paſt 
For it, and he will never receds from i. 

EF 8. 'And till God doth this tor them, they- abide 
under the threatning. "The Lealings of God witk 
Lan Heathen World, are upcyt lis, mecr Prevogative, 
tor as they ſtand in relation to the Okk ;Goverant, - 
lo-they are Condemned to all, miſery, and: thei ve- 
ry lives are ſpared upon meer ; Indulgence; and: he- 
Emealures out his Mercy or .his Wrath to-them it 
Wtbis World according as he fees mect-: whereas: he. 
treats with a Profeſling People, who-are in: viſible 
Covenant with hin, according to the tenour af) that 
Covenant, in which there aic Conditionatd:Pronvi- 
os 5 and Thi ewes, Now What: : @AFFIOs Iucts a 
. People 
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|. - after all-ihac God hath fone. Nor rhat any times 


. 1 509-3 I 
People a3 they are 4 Body , Ora Company of- Pre 
feflors itanding under the Obligations of fuch a Coy 
yenant, referrs unto this life and the Affairs, of At 
for they will noc be conlidered or treated after thay 
Iitz as a people ; an the terms do here 1o run, as we 
have the account of them, [{a.1.19,20. If ye be willing 
and ehediem, ye ſnall eat the good of the Land, but if > 
refuſe and revel ye ſrl! be Devoured with the Sword Cl 
ocaer Sctipture Expreitions to the fame purpolse, 
As long then as fach a pzople are not wrougnt uk 
ro a compliance, with thet2 terms on which Salvaty 
ENs are promiled, the threatning under. which they 
were mult continus upon them z & theret ore what 
ever God may do for chem i; 13 yoyeraignty, a IN 
berty whereof he reſerves to jimiclt, and ftomenme 
makes ute of it, firit to fave them, & then to retors 
them, au make thets hz mcrcies to be mekiag 
means to bit1g them tro Repentance, as Ezek. 36 
31. then ſhall you rememper your evil ways, SC. (1. &, 
wie nc had returned and ſettled them in Pead 
& Proſperity: yet as co tiieir pretenttate they are) 
* threatayud peopls, and have all reaſon to expect wi 
Judgments of God. I || 
9. Hence there are theſ(z ſigns by whi:h we mg | 
diicern the evil of evil times to be in- a likely wi | 
to continue and tacreatze. 'A | 
"1. If kntquity abide and abound ameng a Peof 
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hers to be exp<t:d lo good, as that there thall * 
no Jniqi:y in them; there will be found ſome? 
the worit of men in the beſt of times andilaces;9 

it the lame fins which -—o the Judginents3 
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(26) 
them, do remain under the fame tircumftances, or 
Fare rather growing into more power and prevalen- 
oY, (and indeed Apoſtaly 1s feldome at a ſtay, till 
ch tim? as God turns the heart ot ſach a people 
to hiwklr again, bur goes in a gradnal progrels ) it 
1 1h; that chere is more wrath againſt them. Iris a 
"truth in morals as well as in naturals,that sf the Carſe 
abide the effec} js met like to ceaſe. The afflictions which 
Fre al' fuch a people, are Divine Teflimonies againſt 
luch fins as Ges hath warned them of, & threarned 
them for, and they call men to repent of them z and 
At they do not comply with this call,the Provocation 
+conrinues, & God hath ſaid it, that he will go on to 
Fpunith them, Lev. 26. if fuch men ſhould ſay, 1s 
there no peace to be expected, his anſwer to them 
ewould be like his to him, 2 King. 9. 22. What peace 
&ſo long as theſe Whoredoms abide ? and” therefore God 
P! onounceth that Wo upon Ferrſclem in Fer.1 3. 27. 
Wo to thee Feruſalem, wilt thou not be made clean! when 
Jp.:11 3t ence be ? 
- 21f the affliction that God brings upon them make 
them wo'le, inſtead of retorming them. Thoſe trog- 
les which God brings a proteſing people inte, after 
duch time as warningsand threarnings have been def- 
zcd by then, do belong unto the Eifcipline which 
he vſcrt. with tuch asare in Covenant with him: they 


ble theretore and i;nprovement whith they oughtto 


re the tokens and witneſſes of Gods Holy anger, 
n,d calf upon men to ſec his hand, and ſeek his 
xgonciled tavour; and inthis way only can they 1m- 
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we thertore calle bis C: rreions, and Chaſtenings : the 


nake of then is to receive inflruion by them : they®® 
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| (27) 'Þ 
rove them either to Gods acceptance, or their own © 
advantage : 1} theninftead of this they grow more 
obſtinate, and hold their iniquities the faſter, and that 
under the very hand of God,& his awful Judements 
that are upon them, when he ſaid ſurely they will re- 
ceive inſtrut3i0n, & preſumed that in their affliction they 
world (eek bim early; what is this but to ſtout ir out a- 
gainſt God ; and that mult needs be a very ill bod» 
ing Symptom. 1h1s 15 the fearfal brand which God 
him felf ſets upon Ahaz. 2. Chron.28. 22. and im the” 
time of his diſtreſs did be yet treſpaſs wore againſt the | 
Lord ; this is that King Abaz%, God is very angry | 


when it 1s 1o, and de.lares againit 1c,as thar which 
highly provokes him, he therefore ſo arti:leth "-. » 
gainſt them in Fer. 2. 30. In vain have I ſmitten your | 
Children, they recerved no Correcison; and it provokes q 
him to give over CorreEing them, and take a mote 
awful courſe with them ; to lay by the rod, and to 
take the Sword into |:1 hand ; to turn caltzgatory © 
puniſhments into vindictive ; hence that 1/a.1.5. why ? 
will you. be ſmitten any mere ? ye will revelt more and | | 
more, 9. d. you grow worſe and worle under all the | || 
diſciplicary means thatare uſed wich yo.,ic is there- * 
tore high time to give them over, and-take another x 
way ; chere is nothing now but defolation that” 
mains. All the endeavours thar are uſed tor Refor- ] | 
mation prove unſucceſsful. Ir is &me:imes fo, that } | 
there 1s Balm in Gilead, and s Phyſician there, and yet 5 
Gere'is no good done for is. There are thoſe among% 
'a profefling People who do Zealouſly ſert'themſelves 7 | 
againft che ſins of the times an@®places they Ke in,? | 
and would -faia be inſtrumental, it it might be, of 
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promoting a ſincere and through Reformation a- 
'mong their People, bur all cheir moſt prudent and 
| Vigilant endeavours fail and are loſt ; the ſamo ini- 
| * quitizs abide, and ger head in the midſt of theng; Sy- 
| Nods may be folimenly convened, provokiag evils dj- 
ligently ſought out,luitable remedies faitatully pre-} 
{crided, whollomeLaws prudently ena@ed, Churches 
' be called upon to, and engaged an the renewal aft 
the Covenant, and after all this, nothing may be 
” amenced ; or it the wound be a little skinned over} 1 
> for a while, it breaks out again preſently, and moref 1 
* "fearfully. Thus 1c was wich the Kingdom of FJadabf 1 
' "In the times of Foaſh,as is at fully recorded in 2 Chih f 
+ ' 24. yea, and how much btter was it in the tunes | 


F of chat excellent Fofiah ? we may read the com: 
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© ro0y that God makes againlt them, in the Book of 
ephanigh, and that threarning denounczd, Chap. 1, 
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E 12, 13. and whar indeed i; there in fach a cal te 
þ be expeated, but thar God thould cauſs his Wrathf : 
” 76 fall upon ſuch. a people. 

{., 4. If Rulers are Etc to do things which are great- 
- "Ty provoking unto God, Delirant Reges, plechwutur 
- Acbvi 'The Error of Rukers in their places are wont 
+ to have awtul influence upon che Condon of. that 


Jovi over whom they are ſet; and the grols mil 
F Takes of thoſe will make all to ſuttzr : tar they art 
I pups perſons, and the Repreſentatives I their 
E Peopte. If Sauk in his zeal thinks that the 'Gizeomtce 
, ought to he cut off, becauſe they were. arapng the 
'- number of the once devoted peaple z  &: we knaw 
chatathe former Juglges had cried. in theio. fultering 
w of Mem, and for that reaſon, had been tgr. lg, man 
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Rules | For the | Discerning | Of the | Present Times. | Recom- 
mended | 'To the People of God, in New-England. | In a | Ser- 
mon | Preached on the Lecture in Boston ; No- | vember 27th. 
1692. | — | By Samuel Willard. | — | [| Two lines from Eecl. 
viii. 5.] | — || Boston Printed by Benjamin Harris, Over-a | 
gainst the Old-Meeting-House. 1693. 16mo. pp. (1), 30. 


Titlepage, verso blank; 1-30, © Rules | For the | Discerning | Of 
the | Present Times. &c. | — | Math. 16. 3. | O Ye Hypoerites, Ye 
can discern the Face of the | Skie, but can Ye not discern the Signs 
of the | Times ? ,” followed by a rule, headpiece a line of border pieces, 


{© Finis ” at foot of the page. (Roz 294. XVr. 22.) 


| ( 29 ) 

ages affiifted; and hereupon he attempts ; 4 three 
ears famine 1s procured to the Land by It ; 2 Sam, 
21. berim, yea good and wiſe men have been fome- 
timacs left by God when he hath been angry with a 
people, hereby to procure more Jutgments for 
them, {o it was in Davids caſe, 2 Sam. 2.4. 1. 1he Lins 
ger of the Lord was kindled againſt Iſrael and he mow 
£4 David to ſay, Go Number the People. 

5 It a Spirit of Divi flon be gotten amongſt a people. 
If when the hand of God is heavy upon them, they, 
inſtead of joyning heart and hang in ſeeking atter a , 
redreſs ofthole things, which God is provoked by,do. 
fall inte dillentions, and there are Givided jucgments , 
& divided heartsamong them; ſo that they ſtudy and 
endeavour tothwarrt one the other, & to impede cach 
other in all attempts for good ; whereupon nothing # 
can ge forward, but all things are put uncer an una .' 
voidable check; this carries a very il Omen init 469) |! 
15 10 itfelt 2 great puniſhment, and tending to many 1 | | 
miſchievous events that will naturally ariſe-from it. | j 
Some goodinterpreters fo underſtand that in,/He{.10..; || 


2y Thtr-benvs it divided; tow ſhall they be facnd fenlty, \ | | 


IEis indeed a terrible thing, tor a people to be letr | 
to fuch a frame, that when providenecs call for us 
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nanimens etdearoursinaverting the wiath of God + | 


and-thcir ſafery mainly depends on their unity, they 1 
cxpole themſelves to become a.prey, by their divi 
| li6%s, Tja: 0. 2, 4 E. | 1 

6. If Godsfaithfut meſſeng FAre- Cifpiled, and 
their adviſcis trampled upon. It hath been an uſu- ” 
g al thing for God to fiir up his ſervants in the Minis, 
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gainit the Gns which are Prevailing, and by which 
| Gods Upleaſu-e hath bin ftirred us S& tO gIVE COUN- 
' keÞ and warnings to His Pcople, both publick and 
private ; and it belongs to their office fo todo, and 
Gods warrant will bear them out in it : but if they | 
be ſcorned, and their countcls arc diiregarded, and ' 
tliey themiclves are cenſurod as thoſe that meddle 
: with that which they have nothing to Co witkal ; | 
It 15 an ill ſign. Such a pcople thalikzow beiere God 
If bath Cone :bar they bad Prophets. Aſa 15 angry 
{: and inraged at the Prophet ' who brought him a 
bi meilage tiom God, bu ic occaſfioned him more 
| reuble, 2 Chre. 16, Amatias bids the Proph t who 
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actermimed io deſirey ihe, becauſe thow haſt done 
[8 3114 Laſt not hearkned unto wy counſel. Elijah is 
1 Ceanted by 446 to be the rroubler of Uracl, becauſe 


pSUgtply provoked. ac ſuch things, and aniwerable 
Wk: - are to: be expected. Thelc are ſom23 of thoſe- 
[!: Rules char are. to be made uſe-of in judging ;af' the 
[1 Times: and the glean belongs, ro every one: 
|. tO, Make accor F they are cencerngd. 33% 
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